Transportation
1800s (until 1860s) 
· What led to these developments in transportation during the 1800s 

· American spirit after War of 1812(boosted popularity of War Hawks, such as Clay, who emerged as the nation’s new congressional leaders in the postwar era

· Clay’s “American System” 

· Cleverly named

· One major goal was internal improvements 

· w/ this new nationalism came the idea of connecting the country via a system of roads & canals 

· frenzy of road & turnpike building after 1815

· investors, states, & federal government 

· tolls to offset high maintenance costs

· safer

· “National Road”  or Cumberland Road 
· 1818

· Finished in 1852

· US govt

· Best technology 
· Wilderness Road

· Lancaster Turnpike 

· Canals
· “The Canal Era” (1820-1830) 

· Erie Canal 1825
· Robert Fuller invented the Steamboat in 1807

· Permitted fast two-way traffic on all these waterways 

· 40% of steamboats built prior to 1849 sank, burned, or exploded 

· Speed & frequency of steamboats( populations of Louisville, Pittsburgh, and Cincinnati doubled or more than doubled btw 1815 and 1825 

· Decreased shipping price

· ( rise of market economy 

· Short-lived Canal Era (1820-1830)
· b/c of Railroads 

· gave rise to cities like Chicago, Cleveland, and Detroit 

· link agricultural West w/ industrial East 

· Railroads 

· John Bull
· Immediate success

· Carried over 100,000 passengers in 1834

· How financed (esp in this era of panics & credit scarcity) 

· Major manufacturers (Matthew Baldwin) attracted wealthy investors 

· Smaller manufacturers plowed all profits back into new equipment 

· State, local, and federal govts provided financial assistance 

· Pennsylvania chartered 2,333 companies btw 1790 and 1860 2/3 of which were transportation companies 

· By 1840 75 million $ spent to build 3,300 miles of track (surpassing Great Britain)

· By 1850 9,000 miles of Railroad 

· ( new industries (coal, iron, steel) 

· Opened the previously isolated West

· Transporatation of western farmer to the Eastern society 

· The South, all though definitely experiencing some change was mostly excluded from the changes brought about during the 1800s for dislike of internal improvements & little need for the new transportation developments 

· 1820-1860

· Social & economic changes 

· Industrial Revolution 

· Market-based economy 

· 1817: journey from New Orleans to Louisville took 25 days
· 1819: “ 13 days 

· Question of governments involvement or not

· Charles River Bridge case 

Late 1800s 
· Transcontinental railroads 
· Union Pacific Railroad 

· Central Pacific Railroad 

· Railroad Corruption

· Credit Moblier 

· Wabash Case (1866) 

· Supreme court shot down the states’ new laws to clam down on the unruly railroads when it ruled that only the federal govt could regulate interstate commerce  

· Interstate Commerce Act 1887

· Estb the Interstate Commerce Commission 

· By the end of the 1800s 200,000 miles of track connecting the North, South, and West 

1920s 
· Car 

· Henry Ford 

· Ford Motor Company 

· Model T

· Assembly-line 

· Throughout the course of the decade, the number of cars on American roads tripled to 23 million 
· 1913 Wilson was the first president to travel to his swearing-in by car 

· Consumerism 

· Aviation 

· May 21, 1927

· Charles Lindbergh completed the first successful solo flight across the Atlantic 

· Foreshadowed the emergence of the commercial airline industry 

· Began in earnest 5 years after the Wright Brothers made the 1st power flight in 1903 
· Harriet Quimby of the US was the 1st women to fly a plane across the English Channel [image: image1.png]
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